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The Dyslexia Screening Test

The DST (Dyslexia Screening Test) is a 30 minute test, nationally normed screening test designed by Dr. Angela Fawcett and Prof. Rod Nicolson of the University of Sheffield, and was first published in 1996 by the Psychological Corporation.  This is the second edition of the DST-J (2004) and is designed for testing junior school age (7:0 to 11:5 year old) children.  It is intended for use by educational professionals, and provides an overall ‘at risk’ index for likely literacy difficulties, together with a ‘profile’ of scores on a range of skills that provide a basis for identifying appropriate support strategies or for referral for further testing by an appropriately qualified psychologist.

It should be stressed that the score is a ‘snapshot’ of the performance at a particular time on a particular day.  Performance can vary as a function of time of day, illness, confidence and other factors.  There are also systematic variations in all performance indicators in terms of the child’s and the school’s general background and resources.

--------was asked to complete 11 tests.  These tests are designed to assess ability in a range of literacy skills. -------completed all tasks with confidence and appeared very relaxed during the session.

Test 1: Rapid Naming

This test measures the time taken to name a page of outline drawings. -------completed this test in -- seconds and this score falls within the -------- range.

Test 2: Beads Threading

This test finds out how many beads the child can thread in 30 seconds, testing hand-eye co-ordination. ------- threaded --- beads in this time and this indicates a -----average score.  

Test 3: One Minute Reading
This tests the number of words from a given list that the child can read correctly in  one minute.  It gives an indication of the child’s fluency and accuracy of reading. ----- was able to read --- words correctly and this indicates a below average score.  
Test 4: Phonemic Segmentation

This tests the child’s ability to break down a word into its composite sounds and to manipulate these sounds.  ------- score from this test, demonstrated that he/ she needs further experience of looking at sounds within words.

Test 5: Rhyme

This tests the child’s ability to recognise if a pair of spoken words rhyme or not.       

Test 6: Two Minute Spelling
This test measures a child’s spelling fluency.

----- achieved a score of --- which is  .

Test 7: Backwards Digits Span

This is a test of how well the child can use their working memory.  ------- scored within an average range and he/ she enjoyed the challenge of this task.

Test 8: Nonsense Passage Reading
This tests the child’s ability to read unfamiliar words by mixing nonsense words with real words. ------ performed really well reading  ---/28 real words correctly and  ----/10 nonsense words correctly. ------ score falls within normal range.
Test 9: One Minute Writing

This final test assesses a child’s pure writing speed.  The child is given two sentences to copy accurately at speed.  ------- copied one of the sentences in the time available which is an average performance.

Tests 10 and 11: Verbal and Semantic Fluency:

------ was asked to name as many animals as she could in one minute and then name as many words beginning with’s’ in one minute.

----- was able to think of -- animals names and this falls within an above average range.  She was able to think of just --words beginning with ‘s’ this is ----- the normal range.

Test 12: Vocabulary:

This provides a simple measure of a child’s vocabulary and receptive language skills.

------- scored  within the average range.

Summary of strengths:

Summary of difficulties:


 


