
 

Setting Work for lower ability/SEND pupils 

Some of our pupils are struggling at home for a number of reasons, these include dyslexia, low 

reading age, cognitive load and individual SEND needs. Here are some strategies to think about 

when you are setting work online. 

 

1) Make sure that you are explicit in what you are asking a pupil to do, take out all of the 

additional information that they do not need. For example, if you want them to read 

through a PowerPoint then simply tell them to read the PowerPoint and provide the title. 

 

2) Have clear expectations of lower ability/SEND pupils, they have needs and they can struggle 

with routine, please set lessons clearly on the day that they are being taught. Give it the title 

such as; 

 

‘Maths lesson with Mr/Mrs (insert name) at 10.00 am on Tuesday 12th January 2021’ 

 

3) Make sure that all of the additional and unneeded pictures and distractions are taken off any 

PowerPoint presentations that you are asking pupils to use. 

 

4) Make sure that sources/pictures/charts are relevant and that they are needed and used, if 

they are not needed, they add to cognitive load. 

 

5) Put minimal information on each slide and make it to the point, pupils who suffer from 

processing difficulties are unable to pull out the key information or what you are asking 

them to do. 

 

6) Use a subtle light blue background with black text on the slides as a starting point, refrain 

from using a multitude of colours as this will cause confusion. If you want to highlight key 

point bold and underline them. 

 

7) Make sure that pupils can access worksheets online, PDFs often do not allow pupils to write 

on them and this can frustrate them as they struggle to write, send a Word document. 

 

8) Chunk tasks and set clear expectations of what is expected, leave no grey areas, some of our 

pupils cannot read between the line and this can cause stress and anxiety. Tell the pupils 

what you want them to do, be explicit. 

 

9) Number each activity and at the end of each point write something like – ‘when you have 

finished this activity, move onto point 2’. 

 

10) Name all of your files for each task and refer to them when you want them to access it, leave 

nothing out and make it clear which activity and sheet they need. 

 

If you need any further support or feel that pupils do then please email Ant or Kathryn 


