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Jamie Lannister 








DoB: 
Since he was a very young child, Jamie has had a Statement of his SEN which has now been converted to an EHCP.  He has very persistent and significant difficulties when accessing and processing information, and is disabled within the meaning of the Equality Act 2010.

Jamie was diagnosed with Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) when he was a year old. He is now confined to an electric wheelchair and has 2 LSAs to support his personal and academic needs.

Jamie has significant weaknesses in his arms. This means that he requires the support of an LSA for all table-top tasks, to write for him (to his dictation) in subjects such as Maths and, in other subjects, to take over writing on his iPad when he becomes tired. 

CENMAC is involved in identifying assistive technology that supports Jamie’s needs. The use of speech technology has been discussed but at the moment is not considered suitable for Jamie.

In the classroom and in tests and school examinations (in which his performance has been carefully monitored and use of access arrangements recorded) Jamie can make notes on his iPad (balanced on his lap so that his fingers can touch the required keys – he cannot move them upwards).  However, this can be very tiring for Jamie. Rest breaks can help but this is still challenging for him and so his LSA will often continue to take notes/write essays for him, on his iPad, to Jamie’s dictation. Jamie is also used to working with a scribe in Maths and Science and is extremely able at dictating equations/directing his LSA in the drawing of graphs/tables etc.

In last year’s end of year examinations, the School IT department set up a visualiser and a screen so that Jamie could see what his LSA was writing as he dictated. In this way Jamie was able to spell words, and add punctuation etc.

Jamie’s Spelling skills have recently been tested (09.02.2018) using the Academic Achievement Battery (test ceiling 85 years). Jamie gained a High Average standard score of 112 for this test demonstrating that he is an able speller. Consideration of his class work and homework, as well as school tests and examinations, also shows that he has a good understanding of the correct use of punctuation and grammar.

NOTE: Because of this Jamie should be eligible for SpaG marks. 

The school would like to request the following Access Arrangements which reflect Jamie’s needs and his normal way of working within school.

· 100 % extra time to allow Jamie to record his answers on a word processor and when he becomes tired for his LSA to take over. 100% is required to enable Jamie to spell words, check grammar and add punctuation as he should be entitled to SpaG marks due to the good skills he has in these areas. This amount of time will also be needed for maths, science and modern foreign languages to check/dictate equations, give directions re drawing graphs, spelling words in science.

· A Scribe – Jamie’s LSA will need to take over recording his answers on this iPad/WP as outlined above.

· A practical Assistant – to manage Jamie’s equipment, turn pages etc.

In addition, Jamie will require the centre-delegated arrangements of: 

Restbreaks AND the use of a WP/iPad AND a small 1:1 room.

These arrangements reflect Jamie's normal way of working in class and in examinations over a long period and are supported by his teachers. They are a direct result of his disability.
There is no doubt either that without these access arrangements, which may constitute a 'reasonable adjustment' under the terms of the Equality Act 2010, Jamie will be at a severe disadvantage as he will not be able to complete most examinations in the allowed time, and will not be able to perform to the best of his abilities.
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The author is a qualified specialist teacher holding an approved qualification as noted in the SpLD Working Group 2005/DfES Guidelines Qualifications held and awarding institution: 

· BA (Hons) University of Nottingham

· Post Graduate Certificate in Education, Didsbury College Manchester

· Post Graduate Diploma in Literacy and Dyslexia ,Dyslexia Institute validated by the University of York

· Associate Member of the British Dyslexia Association

· Current Practising Certificate number:   0407/011 (Dyslexia Guild)

